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An Analysis of the Three-Dimensional System of
Ancient Chinese Craftsmanship Spirit

Fei Xu', Feng Yang” , Meijun Wu'

1 Guangdong Polytechnic of Science and Technology,Zhuhai, Guangdong, China
2 Liaoning University, Shenyang,Liaoning, China

Abstract: The craftsmanship spirit of ancient China served as a crucial pillar supporting the
continuity of Chinese civilization over millennia. Its essence lies in integrating the artisan’s mind
(craftsman’s heart), artisan’s techniques (craftsmanship), and artisan’s ethics, establishing a
comprehensive value system rooted in practice, driven by innovation, and guided by responsibility.
This paper deconstructs the “craftsmanship spirit” into three dimensions—-craftsman’s heart,
craftsmanship, and artisan ethics—and explores its enduring persistence and pursuit through nine
aspects derived from ancient Chinese literature: thirst for knowledge, concentration and dedication,
innovative spirit, standardized norms, hands-on practice, continuous improvement, sense of
responsibility, integrity, and collaborative division of labor. This spirit manifests not only in the
pursuit of technical perfection but also permeates the entire process of production coordination,
technological innovation, institutional standardization, and social responsibility, offering profound
historical enlightenment for modern industrial civilization. In the journey of Chinese-style
modernization, the craftsmanship spirit is destined to generate stronger practical momentum in the
new era, injecting inexhaustible driving force into China’s modernization.

Keywords: craftsmanship spirit; craftsman’s heart; artisan techniques; artisan ethics; continuous
improvement
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