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Abstract: Since its implementation in 1997, the interpretation system of the Hong Kong Basic
Law has served as an important link between the central government and the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, ensuring a balance between the central government’s governance power and
the region’s high degree of autonomy. However, it has also faced many controversies in practice.
Based on the normative connotation of Article 158 of the Basic Law, this paper systematically
combs the framework of the main body of the power of interpretation, the rules of interpretation
procedure and the scope of effect, and analyzes the core issues in the operation of the system
in combination with five interpretations of the DRC case, Wu Jialing case and other cases: the
constitutionality dispute of the NPC Standing Committee’s active interpretation of the law, the
demarcation of the power of interpretation of autonomous clauses, the rationality of the Hong
Kong courts’ “main clause judgment rules”, and the difficulties in the implementation of the
effectiveness of interpretation in judicial practice (such as the selective application of the courts
to interpretation in the Zhuang Fengyuan case). The study points out that the improvement of the
interpretation system needs to coordinate the relationship between the central sovereignty and the
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autonomy of the special zones under the framework of “one country, two systems”. It is necessary
to clarify the ultimate authority of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress in the
interpretation, and also to strengthen the judicial binding force of the interpretation rules through
system design to promote the continuous development and maturity of the interpretation system of
the Basic Law in practice.
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