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Abstract: The personal bankruptcy discharge system is both a unique system of personal bankruptcy
law and an important component of it. For a long time, our legislation has focused on the
establishment and improvement of corporate bankruptcy, while personal bankruptcy has struggled
to take the stage in history, hence it is referred to as a ‘half bankruptcy law’. The promulgation of
the Personal Bankruptcy Ordinance in the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone marks a breakthrough
in our nation’s personal bankruptcy legislation; the conclusion of the first case of ‘personal
bankruptcy’ in our country holds epoch-making significance, signifying a solid step forward in our
legislation and practice regarding personal bankruptcy discharge. The specific regulatory design of
our personal bankruptcy discharge system can draw on the mature experiences of foreign countries,
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and, in light of our actual national conditions, can be gradually constructed from the legislative
model, subject scope, requirements positioning, legal effects, etc., moving from point to surface.
Keywords: Personal bankruptcy; bankruptcy discharge; debt relief; permissive discharge doctrine
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