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Dialectical Analysis of the Relationship between the
Constitution and the Basic Law of Hong Kong and Macao

Zhao Weimin

Abstract: Under the special background of “One Country, Two Systems”, the relationship between
the Constitution and the Basic Law of Hong Kong and Macao is not only a hot topic of academic
discussion among scholars, but also a key issue that judicial officials in the Hong Kong and Macao
Special Administrative Regions need to clarify in practice. Under the correct leadership of the CPC,
the leaders of relevant countries put forward the policy of “one country, two systems”, which was
specifically defined in the form of constitutional provisions. As a symbol of national sovereignty,
the Constitution of China has unique characteristics and flexibility that set it apart from other
countries, making it a significant innovation in the rule of law. There are different theories in the
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legal community regarding the Constitution and Basic Law: superior law and subordinate law,
general law and special law, parent law and subsidiary law, subject law and subsidiary law. Various
theories have their own rational aspects, but each also has its own unique shortcomings. Based
on the existing research of many scholars studying the Basic Law of Hong Kong and Macao, this
article discusses its own understanding of the relationship between the Constitution and the Basic
Law. If there are any shortcomings, please criticize and correct them.

Keywords: Constitution ; Basic Law ; One Country, Two Systems ; Mother Law and Child Law
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